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TRANSFER OF GRAPE EXPERIMENTAL STATION TO THE 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 


Mr. Evuenper, from the Committee on Agriculture and!¥orestryz 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany ] 


The Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, to whom was referred 


the bill (H. R. 5314) to authorize the transfer to the regents of the 
University of California, for agricultural purposes, of certain real 
property in Napa County, Calif., having considered same, report 
thereon with a recommendation that it do pass without amendment 

The Committee on Agriculture reported H. R. 5314 to the House on 
May 7, 1952, and recommended an amendment to the bill by provid- 
ing for a permanent reversionary interest in the lands proposed to be 
transferred to the University of California. This amendment was 
approved by the House and a copy of House Report No. 1849, ex- 
plaining the bill and amendment, is attached hereto as a part of this 
report. 


[H. Rept. 1849, 82d Cong., 2d sess.] 


The Committee on Agriculture, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5314) to 
authorize the transfer to the regents of the University of California, for agricul- 
tural purposes, of certain real property in Napa County, Calif., having considered 
the same, report favorably thereon with an amendment and recommend that the 
bill, as amended, do pass. 

The amendment is as follows: 

On page 2 strike out the words ‘“‘for at least 10 years from the date this act is 
approved” and insert in lieu thereof the following new sentence: ‘‘In the event 
that the regents of the University of California shall at any time cease to use such 
property for such purpose, or attempt to alienate all or any part thereof, all 
right, title, and interest in and to the said property shall revert to the United 
States.” 

STATEMENT 


The purpose of this bill is to transfer to the University of California a 20-acre 
tract of land which has been used as a field experiment station in the production 
of grapes. The effect of the transfer will be to permit the grape experimental 








2 TRANSFER OF GRAPE EXPERIMENTAL STATION 


program, whieh would otherwise be discontinued, to continue at very little cost 
to the United States. 

The property in question was purchased bv the Department of Agriculture in 
1921 for $15,000 and evidence indicates that this is about the present value of the 


land Between 1924 and 1927 improvements costing $11,210 were made on the 
property, making a total investment on the part of the United States of about 
$26,000 For budgetary and other reasons the Department of Agriculture is no 
rer conducting an active experimental program on this property, although 
here is the recognized need for further experimental field work in grapes. 
Phe University of California has indicated a desire to econduet an active agri- 
cultural « erimental program on the property, dealing chiefly with grapes, and 


carry out such program if the land is made available to it 


bv merely transferring to the university, therefore, this property worth ap 
proximately $26,000, the United States is in the position of being able to assure and 
rogram of agricultural experimentation and 
ian the value of the property involved. 


receive the benefits from a continuing ] 
{ 


) 
development which will cost far more tl 


COMMITTE! \MENDMENT 


In the form in which the bill was referred to the committee it contained the 
stipulation that the property should be used by the University of California for 
the stated purpose of its transfer for at least 10 vears. The Bureau of the Budget 
in approving adoption of the legislation suggested that a permanent reversionary 
stipulation be substituted for the 10-year condition in the bill. In conformity 
with this suggestion, the committee has amended the bill to provide for return 
of the property to the United Stetes if the university at any time ceases to use 
it for the general purposes for which it was transferred. 


DEPARTMENT REPORT 


Following is the letter from the Acting Secretary of Agriculture reeommending 
passage of the bill: 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
Washington, D. C., February 26, 1952 


Chairman, Committee on Agriculture, Tlouse of Representatives 

Dear Mr. Coorey: This is in reply to your letter of September 19, 1951, re- 
questing this Department’s recommendations on H. R. 5314, a bill to authorize 
the transfer to the regents of the University of California, for agricultural purposes, 
of certain real property in Napa County, Calif. 

This bill would authorize and direct the Secretary of Agriculture to convey to 
the regents of the University of California a tract of approximately 20 acres, 
together with buildings and improvements thereon, which the Bureau of Plant 
Industry, Soils, and Agricultural Engineering of this Department has been using 
as an experimental vineyard, The tract is located near Oakville, in Napa County, 
Calif., and was purchased by this Department in 1921 for $15,000. 

Between 1924 and 1927 improvements costing $11,210 were made on the 
property These included a chain-link fenee, two wells, pumps and pump houses, 





a reservoir, a small laboratory building, and other miscellaneous improvements 
\ resident research worker was stationed at the Oakville station until 1933. 
Because of a reduction in funds at that time it was necessary to discontinue a 


resident research worker there From 1933 to the present the station has been 
operated as an outpost from the main headquarters for grape research maintained 
at Fresno, Calif. Certain grape experimental material has been maintained on 


the station at Oakville with a minimum expenditure for labor and general care. 

The area in which the Oakville station is located is one devoted largelv to the 
growing of wine-type grapes. While our research program on grapes includes 
wine-grape production problems, major attention is given to table- and raisin-type 
varieties, 

Only limited research has been conducted at Oakville during the past 18 years. 
It has not been possible to reactivate extensive research there with the funds 
available Representatives of the grape industry as well as the University of 
lifornia, knowing that our research at the Oakville station is limited and is not 
ly utilizing the land and facilities, and also knowing the need of the university 
or increased land and facilities for their grape research program in the area, have 
requested the transfer of the facilities to the University of California. The 
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university program includes not only production phases on wine-grape growl 
but also research on the technology of wine productior 
Inasmuch as our deciduous fruit research in California, including that on grapes, 


is centered at Frest | 











», and there is little probability of our bei ul o rea ute 
a more extensive program at Oakville, we believe the facilities at Oakville will be 
more effectively utilized by transferring that station to the University of Cali- 
fornia for use in research on grapes an 1 other agricultural commodities Tl bill 


H. R. 5814 provides that transfer of the property would be upon the express cor 

dition that it would be used for the benefit of agriculture for at least 10 years from 

the date of approval of the act 
The Bureau feels that the considerations outlined in the preceding ps 


are sufficient to offset the fact of Department expenditures for the original 
I 2 





AcCquUISI- 


tion and subsequent improvement of the property. Therefore, the Department 
would not be averse to the passage of H. R. 5314. 


The Bureau of the Budget advises that, ‘‘while there would be no objection to 
the submission of the report to he committe €, it is Suggest d that the committee’s 
attention be called to the desirability of substituting for the 10-year-use require- 
ment the usual provision for the return of the preperty to the United States in 
the event it should at any time cease to be used for the purposes stated.” 


Sincerely, 





